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Abstract: The DC-DC Converter topologies have received increasing attention in recent years for Low power and high 
performance applications. The advantages DC-DC buck converters includes increased efficiency, reduced size, reduced 

EMI, faster transient response and improved reliability. The front end LCL-T in a buck converter is connected in sequence 

manner to improve the electrical performances and to reduce the switching losses. It futures several merits such as multi 

output capability and also will associate with one or two capacitors so has to improve resonant operations. This paper deals 

with simulation and implementation of LCL-T buck converter. Open loop and closed loop models are developed and they are 

simulated. The digital simulation is done by using MATLAB/SimPowerSystems tool and the simulation results are presented 

here. 

 

Index Terms: Digital simulation, LCL-T buck converter, High input voltage. 

 

I. Introduction 
Generally a LC parameters buck converter topology and its variations exhibit satisfactory performance in majority of 

applications where output voltage is lesser than input voltage. The performance of buck converter can be improved by 

implementing a buck converter with multiple switches and/or extra inductor parameters. 

            With conventional method the four switches must withstand the input voltage during the „off‟ period. In certain 

applications such as railway traction the input voltages values will be high. Then each transistor would sustain only half of 
input voltage. This approach beyond the safe operating point of power transistors. It has leaded the designer with narrow 

applications. The best way to meet the requirements is to increase the breakdown voltage of a transistor. It leads to the 

disadvantages of higher on resistance and increases the cost then it would be better if the device is operated at half of the 

value of the voltage. In conventional method single transistor is assumed as two transistors connected in series. The two 

switches share the voltage equally, with voltage balancing components.  

Then definitely the two transistors have to with stand only half of its input voltages. The conventional method 

approaches satisfy well with disadvantages of increase in cost of eight power switches for the circuit and the voltages 

balancing device. In this paper the two legs of a full bridge are connected in series. The node joining these two legs is held at 

half of the input voltage, using the bypass/filter capacitors which are connected two inputs of rails.  

 

The proposed circuit can be operated with  

1)  Capacitive turn –off neglecting to reduce switching power losses during turn-off (snubbing). 
2)  Resonant changes over which leads to zero voltage turn-on so as to eliminate turn-on switching losses 

 

 
             Fig 1. Conventional full-bridge converter 

 

The coevals of new converter can be implemented by modifications in the connections of the components. First of 

all a capacitor is connected in series with a transformer as shown in fig 2. 

A Novel Soft Switching Lcl-T Buck Dc–Dc Converter System 
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The proposed converter circuit is designed by substituting input voltage source by two input capacitors as shown in 

fig 3. In this proposed circuit the upper leg consists of two switches Sw1 &Sw2 the lower leg consists of two switches Sw3 

& Sw4.  

 
Fig. 2. Full-bridge converter with capacitor in series with transformer primary 

 

II. LCL-T Buck Converter 
The proposed converter is derived from the conventional full bridge topology presented in fig 1 and fig 2 

respectively. Therefore, several operation characteristics of the full-bridge converter are also presented by the proposed 

structure. Fig 3 shows the power-stage circuit. The upper leg comprises The switches used in this circuit is metal oxide 

semiconductor field effect transistor (MOSFET).The internal substrate diode of a MOSFET switch conducts inverse polarity 

current and it also clamper the switching reverse voltage at about 1V ,the capacitive turn-off snubbing is achieved by the  

MOSFET internal Con capacitances, which is used as C1-C4. 

 

 
Fig.3. the proposed LCL-T Buck converter. 

 

The capacitors Cin1&Cin2 generate a bypassed dc midpoint voltage Vin/2 and by pass the input voltage. 

When the switch is in “OFF” state each switch has a voltage of Vin/2 across its terminals. The dc voltage is blocked 

from being applied to Lr and TRF using the capacitance Cs the Cs capacitance value should be large enough to act as dc 

voltage source and to prevent the dc current being applied through Lr & TRF The inductances Lr makes the capacitors C1-C4 

charges &discharges with its stored energy during the conduction period i.e provided between turning off one pair of 

switches &turning on the other pair. This makes the switch voltage to be zero before it is turned on. The isolation between 

the load and source is provided by the transformer. The diodes Dr1&Dr2 rectifier the rectangular wave output of a 

transformer. The inductances L0 and capacitance C0 filter the ripples from the rectified output. 

From the output wave forms of proposed LCL-T type buck converter of fig 4, the voltage Vin/2 across the switches 
during off period is due to the join point of Cin1&Cin2 which is at voltage Vin/2.The voltage across Sw1 or Sw2 is same as 

voltage at Cin1 similarly the voltage of Sw3 or Sw4 are same as Cin2 but both of those capacitor voltages are Vin/2. 
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Fig.4. Waveforms of LCL-T type Buck Converter 

 

The principle of operation is analyzed adopting ideal conditions, but some considerations must be done in a During 

the freewheeling period the capacitor‟s Cin1 & Cin2 will get charged & discharged, which occurs at the stage3 and at second 

half period of its operation .If the switch timing sequence of the switcher are a symmetry then the voltages across the 

capacitors can be other than the Vin/2. A very large asymmetry is needed to deviate from the ideal voltage value of Vin/2. 

 In first mode of operation the input capacitor‟s receiver energy from the source and in the sixth mode the stored 

energy is transferred to the load. The voltage source capacitor‟s are designed to have low ripple voltage 5% to 10%, these 

capacitor at converter start up discharged to Vcs=0. As server capacitance valve is very low. The voltage (Vcs) changes 

rapidly and in some switching cycle reaches a ideal valve. A current protection circuit is used to protect from excessive 
switch peak current during the transition. 

 

B. Turn-On and Turn-Off Switching 

Turn off:- In proposed converter the commutation process is similar to that of the classical Z Vs PWM full bridge converter. 

The loss that occurred during turned off are reduced by the snubber capacitors which are in parallel with the switches. The 

switch current flows through the commutation capacitor, changing the capacitor when it is turned off. Thus the capacitor 

voltage reaches the voltage Vc in. Due to this the voltage and current during crossing in the switch is minimized and the turn-

off losses are minimized. 

Turn on:- The proposed converter uses the zero-voltage turn-on to reduce the turn-on switching losses. The converter 

operating at high DC voltage the zero-voltage turn-on is very important, because the power dissipated in switching at non-

zero discharged. Switches Sw2 and Sw4 turn-off in the power-transfer stage (stage 1 in Section III), and the output current 
referred to the primary accomplishes the charge and discharge of the snubber capacitors (linearly with time). The large stored 

energy of the ripple-filter inductor Lo is available for this purpose, so, as a practical matter, Sw2 and Sw4 and will always are 

turned-on at zero voltage.  

But switches Sw3 and Sw4 turn-off in the free-wheeling stage during which the transformer is short circuited by the 

output rectifier. Thus, only the energy stored in the circuit inductance Lx (that includes the transformer primary- side leakage 

inductance) is available to charge and discharge the snubber capacitors, in a resonant way.  

The minimum current that maintains zero-voltage turn-on for Sw1 or Sw3 is expressed in equation 1. 

 

                                        (1) 
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C is a snubber capacitor. The primary side current required to achieve zero=voltage turn on decreases as the value of 

(Lr) is large, but the inductance is limited by reduction of duty ratio. 

 

III. SIMULATION REULTS 
Four switched Simulink model for LCL-T buck dc-dc converter is shown in fig 5, the input dc voltage is rectified 

into high switching AC frequencies using four switches LCL-T buck inverter.  

Switching pulses are given to Sw1&Sw4, Sw2&Sw3 are shown in figures 6&7 and also their input voltages, output 

voltage &output current are shown in figures 8&9. The dc output voltage is variation at 600V.  

 

 
Fig 5. Simulation of the proposed LCL-T Buck converter. 

                                      

 
Fig 6. Driving pulses of S1 &S2 

                                      

 
Fig 7. Driving pulses of S3 & S4 

 

 
Fig.8 Input voltage 
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Fig.9 output voltage &output current 

 

The closed loop system circuit model is shown in Fig 10.the closed loop system its output response is feedback and 
it is sensed, compared with an input reference voltage. The error can be through a PI controller. The output of PI controller 

refers with pulse width to maintain the output constant and their responses shown in Figures 11&12.it can be observe that the 

output voltage remains constant due to closed loop action of the system. 

 

 
Fig.10. Closed loop model of two inductor boost 

Converter circuit 

 

 
Fig.11 Input Voltage 

 

 
Fig.12. Output voltage with disturbance  
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IV. Conclusion 
The proposed four switch LCL-T buck dc-dc converter system is simulated using MATLAB/Simulink and the 

results are presented. And it is observed the switching losses have been reduced and the converter output efficiency is more 

than that of conventional full bridge buck converter.  

And the open loop & closed loop controlled four switched LCL-T buck dc-dc converter system is simulated using 

MATLAB/Simulink and the results are presented. The closed loop system acquires constant voltage. This four switch LCL-T 

power circuit topology is well suited to its economical-realization. 
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